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HowHow cancan wewe helphelp thethe youngyoung childchild relaterelate hishis careercareer aspirationsaspirations toto thethe worldworld 
oror reality?reality? TheThe standardstandard schoolschool curriculumcurriculum offersoffers numerousnumerous opportunitiesopportunities 
whenwhen coupledcoupled withwith thethe worldworld ofof eventsevents outout ofof school.school. ChildrenChildren mustmust bebe 
givengiven greatergreater opportunityopportunity toto talktalk aboutabout theirtheir reactionsreactions toto thethe world.world. ThroughThrough 
dialoguedialogue childrenchildren cancan expressexpress theirtheir preceptionspreceptions ofof whatwhat isis occurringoccurring 
aroundaround them.them. ChildrenChildren areare extremelyextremely perceptiveperceptive inin spottingspotting thethe variousvarious 
rolesroles adultsadults play.play. OurOur rolerole asas counselorcounselor demandsdemands thatthat wewe exploreexplore thethe child'schild's 
interpretationinterpretation ofof thethe vocationalvocational worldworld byby increasingincreasing thethe amountamount ofof careercareer 
dialoguedialogue bothboth inin classroomsclassrooms andand counselingcounseling sessionssessions (Goodson,(Goodson, 1970).1970). ItIt isis 
thethe purposepurpose ofof thisthis paperpaper toto offeroffer aa vocationalvocational developmentdevelopment modelmodel thatthat willwill 
increaseincrease thethe verbalizationsverbalizations ofof childrenchildren andand relaterelate themthem toto careercareer exploration.exploration. 
AnAn underlyingunderlying assumptionassumption ofof thisthis positionposition assumesassumes thatthat childrenchildren areare inter­inter­
estedested inin thethe worldworld ofof workwork andand thethe jobsjobs theythey seesee othersothers perform.perform. ResearchResearch 
byby NelsonNelson (1962)(1962) indicatedindicated thatthat childrenchildren expressexpress interestinterest inin occupationsoccupations 
asas earlyearly asas thirdthird grade.grade. WrennWrenn (1962)(1962) arguedargued forfor aa systematicsystematic presentationpresentation 
ofof occupationaloccupational informationinformation becausebecause ofof increasingincreasing occupationaloccupational trainingtraining 
requirementsrequirements forfor entryentry intointo thethe worldworld ofof work.work. 

WithoutWithout questionquestion talkingtalking isis oneone skillskill thatthat childrenchildren learnlearn priorprior toto enter­enter­
inging school.school. ChildrenChildren lovelove toto talktalk onon thethe schoolschool bus,bus, inin thethe corridor,corridor, andand 
atat recess.recess. Occasionally,Occasionally, theythey areare permittedpermitted toto talktalk inin class.class. TeachersTeachers dodo thethe 
talkingtalking inin mostmost classroomsclassrooms andand childrenchildren sitsit andand listen.listen. ItIt isis anan assumptionassumption 
ofof thisthis paperpaper thatthat thethe learnedlearned behaviorbehavior ofof thethe classroomclassroom situationsituation isis trans­trans­
ferredferred toto counselingcounseling encounters.encounters. TheThe childchild entersenters counselingcounseling withwith thethe samesame 
expectationexpectation thatthat hehe carriescarries intointo thethe classroom.classroom. HeHe expectsexpects toto bebe talkedtalked at,at, 
andand notnot with,with, inin counseling.counseling. ItIt seemsseems toto meme thatthat asas counselorscounselors wewe needneed toto 
exploreexplore everyevery possibilitypossibility toto useuse thethe talkingtalking skillskill ofof childrenchildren toto stimulatestimulate 
careercareer developmentdevelopment andand otherother interestsinterests ofof children.children. 

InIn reachingreaching outout toto children,children, thethe counselorcounselor mightmight bebe moremore successfulsuccessful ifif 
attentionattention isis givengiven toto thethe followingfollowing interactioninteraction modelmodel thatthat focusesfocuses onon talking:talking: 

FIGUREFIGURE J.J. DIALOGUEDIALOGUE INTERACTIONINTERACTION MODELMODEL 

CLASSROOMCLASSROOM BUZZBUZZ SHOWSHOW ANDAND GROUPTELLTELL� GROUP COUNSELINGCOUNSELING 
TALKSTALKS WITHWITH AA GROUPGROUP 

SESSIONSSESSIONS )) TalkingTalking (( 

TALKSTALKS WITHWITH ROLEROLE TALKSTALKS INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL COUNSELINGCOUNSELING
WITHWITHMODELSMODELS TEACHERSTEACHERS TALKSTALKS WITHWITH AA COUNSELORCOUNSELOR 
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TheThe modelmodel hashas asas itsits centralcentral corecore increasedincreased emphasisemphasis onon dialoguedialogue inin allall 
schoolschool activities.activities. ClassroomsClassrooms mustmust bebe placesplaces wherewhere childrenchildren cancan andand willwill 
expressexpress themselvesthemselves aboutabout variedvaried interests.interests. InIn tootoo manymany schoolsschools childrenchildren areare 
notnot reallyreally expectedexpected toto contributecontribute viavia verbalization,verbalization, unlessunless itit isis thethe rightright 
answeranswer thatthat thethe teacherteacher wants.wants. ShowShow andand TellTell sessionssessions areare notnot enoughenough forfor 
theythey permitpermit talkingtalking onlyonly whenwhen thethe teacherteacher hashas decreeddecreed itit appropriate.appropriate. ThisThis 
lacklack ofof talkingtalking practicepractice inhibitsinhibits careercareer developmentdevelopment inin thatthat childrenchildren dodo notnot 
developdevelop thethe skillsskills necessarynecessary forfor successfulsuccessful verbalverbal explorationexploration ofof thethe workwork 
world.world. AsAs counselors,counselors, wewe needneed toto concentrateconcentrate onon improvingimproving thethe dialoguedialogue 
abilityability ofof childrenchildren toto discussdiscuss theirtheir aspir~tionsaspir~tions andand vocationalvocational fantasies.fantasies. 

CareerCareer explorationexploration byby youngyoung childrenchildren demandsdemands aa varietyvariety ofof approachesapproaches 
andand techniquestechniques bebe utilizedutilized byby thethe counselorcounselor andand teacher.teacher. TheThe useuse ofof groupgroup 
counseling,counseling, careercareer days,days, curriculumcurriculum units,units, fieldfield trips,trips, simulationsimulation games,games, oror 
playplay therapytherapy allall relyrely toto somesome degreedegree onon talking.talking. AA childchild whowho doesdoes notnot talktalk 
oror receivereceive considerableconsiderable supportsupport fromfrom teachersteachers toto developdevelop thisthis skillskill isis notnot 
likelylikely toto useuse itit wellwell inin anyany ofof thethe above.above. TheThe testtest ofof goodgood careercareer explorationexploration 
willwill centercenter aroundaround thethe abilityability ofof thethe childchild toto expressexpress hishis aspirationsaspirations viavia thethe 
spokenspoken word.word. 

CounselorsCounselors willwill needneed toto supportsupport thosethose schoolschool activitiesactivities whichwhich encourageencourage 
youngstersyoungsters toto developdevelop verbalverbal facility.facility. WhatWhat areare somesome specificspecific counselingcounseling 
activitiesactivities toto supportsupport talkingtalking betweenbetween childrenchildren andand teachers.teachers. ForFor example:example: 

1.1. CurriculumCurriculum innovations-Counselorsinnovations-Counselors shouldshould visitvisit classroomsclassrooms asas aa par­par­
ticipantticipant andand helphelp teachersteachers stimulatestimulate discussions.discussions. TheThe counselor'scounselor's skillskill 
inin interpretation,interpretation, probingprobing andand clarificationclarification couldcould bebe taughttaught toto teachersteachers 
toto helphelp themthem leadlead moremore pupil-centeredpupil-centered discussions.discussions. 
TeacherTeacher educationeducation hashas notnot preparedprepared manymany ofof thethe practicingpracticing teachersteachers 
toto leadlead pupil-orientedpupil-oriented discussions.discussions. RoleRole modelsmodels fromfrom thethe worldworld ofof workwork 
cancan bebe invitedinvited inin toto discussdiscuss theirtheir jobjob withwith children.children. TeachersTeachers shouldshould 
encourageencourage visitorsvisitors toto bringbring thethe toolstools ofof theirtheir trade;trade; uniforms,uniforms, etc.etc. 

2.2.� TeacherTeacher assistance-theassistance-the counselorcounselor helpshelps thethe teacherteacher understandunderstand hishis 
individualindividual needsneeds andand anxietiesanxieties inin workingworking withwith thethe childrenchildren inin hishis class­class­
room.room. CareerCareer developmentdevelopment activitiesactivities areare aa validvalid opportunityopportunity toto helphelp thethe 
teacherteacher identifyidentify thethe aspirationsaspirations oror goalsgoals ofof theirtheir students.students. 

3.3. TheThe counselorcounselor helpshelps thethe teacherteacher presentpresent informationinformation onon thethe worldworld ofof 
work.work. InIn manymany situationssituations thisthis willwill bebe moremore effectiveeffective inin smallsmall groupsgroups 
ledled byby thethe couselorcouselor andand teacherteacher workingworking together.together. 

4.4. In-serviceIn-service� trainingtraining conductedconducted byby counselorscounselors forfor thethe staffstaff toto increaseincrease 
theirtheir understandingunderstanding ofof childchild development.development. TeachersTeachers needneed toto understandunderstand 
whywhy childrenchildren talktalk andand howhow toto encourageencourage thisthis skillskill viavia classroomclassroom 
activities.activities. 

CareerCareer developmentdevelopment forfor youngyoung childrenchildren cancan bebe furtherfurther strengthenedstrengthened byby 
exploringexploring thethe naturalnatural curiositycuriosity thatthat childrenchildren possess.possess. ChildrenChildren areare constantlyconstantly 
askingasking "What"What isis that?"that?" "What"What doesdoes itit do?"do?" "What"What areare youyou doing?"doing?" andand similarsimilar 
questions.questions. AsAs counselors,counselors, wewe needneed toto capitalizecapitalize onon thisthis virtuevirtue ofof childrenchildren 
byby relatingrelating itit toto careercareer developmentdevelopment activities.activities. TheThe followingfollowing activitiesactivities couldcould 
bebe correlatedcorrelated withwith classroomclassroom goalsgoals andand involveinvolve childrenchildren toto aa greatergreater degree.degree. 
ForFor example:example: 

1.1.� PuppetPuppet dialogue:dialogue: thethe puppetspuppets couldcould bebe dresseddressed inin thethe typicaltypical cos­cos­
tumestumes ofof variousvarious workersworkers andand actact outout somesome ofof theirtheir routineroutine functions.functions. 
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AA� nursenurse couldcould bebe workingworking withwith aa patient,patient, oror aa welderwelder workingworking onon aa 
child'schild's bike.bike. TheThe puppetpuppet dialoguedialogue hashas unlimitedunlimited potentialitypotentiality inin thethe 
handshands ofof creativecreative counselorscounselors andand teachers.teachers. 

2.2. SimulationSimulation games:games:� vicariousvicarious learninglearning affordsaffords eacheach childchild thethe opportunityopportunity 
toto testtest hishis tentativetentative decisionsdecisions inin groupgroup situations.situations. GamesGames thatthat dealdeal withwith 
careercareer aspirationsaspirations willwill permitpermit thethe childchild toto exploreexplore whatwhat workersworkers dodo andand 
relaterelate thisthis toto "real""real" life.life. TheThe psychological-sociologicalpsychological-sociological implicationsimplications 
ofof careercareer decisionsdecisions mustmust bebe exploredexplored withwith childrenchildren atat aa levellevel commen­commen­
suratesurate withwith theirtheir stagestage ofof development.development. TheThe LifeLife CareerCareer GameGame devel­devel­
opedoped byby BoocockBoocock (1967)(1967) hashas excellentexcellent potentialpotential forfor workingworking withwith sixthsixth 
graders.graders. StudentsStudents seemseem toto bebe excitedexcited andand motivatedmotivated byby thethe gamegame 
situationsituation whichwhich emphasizesemphasizes dialogue.dialogue. 

3.3. PhotographPhotograph analysis:analysis: childrenchildren inin gradesgrades K-6K-6 couldcould collect,collect, organize,organize, 
andand presentpresent aa seriesseries ofof picturespictures thatthat dealdeal withwith specificspecific occupationsoccupations 
availableavailable inin theirtheir locallocal region.region. EachEach photographphotograph presentspresents ampleample oppor­oppor­
tunitytunity toto discussdiscuss withwith childrenchildren theirtheir attitudesattitudes andand feelingsfeelings aboutabout 
differentdifferent typestypes ofof work.work. TheThe RochesterRochester CareerCareer GuidanceGuidance ProjectProject hadhad 
5th5th gradersgraders taketake picturespictures ofof workersworkers inin thethe neighborhoodneighborhood andand developdevelop 
aa bulletinbulletin boardboard displaydisplay ofof thethe differentdifferent jobs.jobs. SomeSome ofof thethe workersworkers 
werewere thenthen invitedinvited intointo thethe classroomclassroom toto describedescribe inin greatergreater detaildetail 
whatwhat theythey did.did. 

4.4. Role-playingRole-playing dialogue:dialogue:� thisthis particularparticular techniquetechnique isis excellentexcellent forfor dealingdealing 
withwith affectiveaffective reactionsreactions ofof children.children. ChildrenChildren areare givengiven thethe opportunityopportunity 
toto tryouttryout thethe wayway theythey feelfeel andand havehave othersothers respondrespond toto them.them. TheThe 
teacherteacher andand counselorcounselor workwork togethertogether toto identifyidentify thosethose encountersencounters 
whichwhich arousearouse emotionemotion inin thethe class.class. IfIf thethe childrenchildren havehave witnessedwitnessed aa 
scenescene inin whichwhich aa policemanpoliceman oror otherother typetype ofof workerworker respondedresponded inin aa 
crisiscrisis situationsituation thethe eventevent permitspermits thethe role-playersrole-players toto "try-out""try-out" thethe 
situation.situation. Role-playingRole-playing requiresrequires aa teacherteacher andand counselorcounselor toto bebe sentitivesentitive 
toto feelingsfeelings andand relaterelate themthem toto careercareer aspirations.aspirations. Role-playingRole-playing isis de­de­
signedsigned toto stimulatestimulate reflectionreflection andand discussion.discussion. ItIt isis aa centralcentral thesisthesis ofof role­role­
playingplaying thatthat oneone verbalizesverbalizes hishis reactionsreactions toto commoncommon experiences.experiences. 

5.5. DreamDream interpretationinterpretation dialogue:dialogue:� byby examingexaming thethe vocationalvocational daydreamsdaydreams 
ofof childrenchildren thethe counselorcounselor securessecures furtherfurther datadata regardingregarding thethe careercareer 
aspirationsaspirations ofof children.children. InIn groupgroup andand individualindividual counselingcounseling sessions,sessions, 
thesethese vocationalvocational daydreamsdaydreams provideprovide richrich materialmaterial aboutabout whatwhat childrenchildren 
areare thinking.thinking. MaterialMaterial relatedrelated toto thethe occupationaloccupational dreamsdreams shouldshould 
bebe providedprovided byby thethe counselorcounselor andand teacherteacher asas aa partpart ofof curriculumcurriculum 
goals.goals. TheThe classroomclassroom isis anan excellentexcellent environmentenvironment toto elicitelicit discussiondiscussion 
aboutabout jobjob wisheswishes asas theythey appearappear inin variousvarious daydreamsdaydreams thatthat childrenchildren 
have.have. TheThe occupationaloccupational dreamsdreams ofof childrenchildren provideprovide thethe counselorscounselors 
withwith validvalid reasonsreasons forfor introducingintroducing realreal datadata intointo thethe class.class. ChildrenChildren 
thenthen havehave thethe opportunityopportunity toto examineexamine andand relaterelate theirtheir perceptionsperceptions toto 
reality.reality. EachEach childchild cancan bebe encouragedencouraged toto listlist onon aa 33 xx 55 cardcard thethe 
occupationsoccupations hehe hashas dreameddreamed about.about. ClassClass discussiondiscussion oror fieldfield tripstrips toto 
somesome ofof thesethese jobjob sitessites wouldwould bebe veryvery appropriate.appropriate. 

6.6. Open-endedOpen-ended situations:situations: thethe teacherteacher andand counselorcounselor couldcould designdesign storiesstories 
thatthat dealdeal withwith workersworkers inin variousvarious conflictconflict situationssituations inin whichwhich therethere 
maymay bebe severalseveral alternatives.alternatives. ItIt isis essentialessential forfor childrenchildren toto realizerealize 
thatthat therethere maymay notnot bebe aa singlesingle rightright answeranswer oror solution.solution. ThisThis approachapproach 
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demandsdemands thatthat bothboth counselorcounselor andand teacherteacher areare ableable toto toleratetolerate ambiguity.ambiguity. 
TheThe responsesresponses childrenchildren provideprovide maymay bebe helpfulhelpful inin aa diagnosticdiagnostic sense.sense. 
InappropriateInappropriate decisionsdecisions byby thethe childchild inin situationssituations dealingdealing withwith careerscareers 
maymay meanmean moremore informationinformation isis needed.needed. ForFor example,example, aa boyboy whowho wantswants 
toto bebe aa nursenurse mightmight bebe ridiculedridiculed byby otherother children.children. FurtherFurther explorationexploration 
ofof careerscareers forfor malemale nursesnurses wouldwould bebe beneficialbeneficial forfor thethe groupgroup andand 
alleviatealleviate somesome ofof thethe misconceptionsmisconceptions regardingregarding workerworker rolesroles andand 
sterotypes.sterotypes. 

7.7. AudioAudio recordings:recordings: youngstersyoungsters cancan bebe introducedintroduced toto thethe noisenoise ofof thethe 
worldworld ofof workwork andand bebe givengiven opportunityopportunity toto exploreexplore thethe meaningmeaning ofof 
noisenoise asas itit relatesrelates toto them.them. TheyThey speculatespeculate andand interactinteract withwith thethe 
soundssounds ofof aa realreal worldworld andand hearhear peoplepeople atat work.work. FieldField tripstrips areare vitalvital 
adjunctsadjuncts toto thisthis activityactivity andand taketake childrenchildren intointo thethe worldworld ofof work,work, 
perhapsperhaps toto plantsplants wherewhere theirtheir fathersfathers work.work. TheThe languagelanguage artsarts areare anan 
excellentexcellent vehiclevehicle toto developdevelop communicationcommunication skillsskills andand introduceintroduce thethe 
soundssounds ofof work.work. 

ActivitiesActivities suchsuch asas thesethese areare notnot commonlycommonly usedused byby practicingpracticing elementaryelementary 
schoolschool counselorscounselors oror teachers.teachers. CounselorsCounselors themselvesthemselves relyrely onon talk,talk, butbut oftenoften 
itit isis onlyonly theirtheir voicevoice thatthat permeatespermeates thethe counselingcounseling session.session. IfIf wewe areare toto havehave 
aa reasonedreasoned eclecticismeclecticism inin counseling,counseling, thenthen itit isis essentialessential thatthat practicingpracticing 
counselorscounselors developdevelop aa broadbroad repertoirerepertoire ofof activities.activities. ChildrenChildren mustmust bebe listenedlistened 
toto andand encouragedencouraged toto discussdiscuss theirtheir ideas.ideas. AsAs LeonardLeonard andand StephensStephens (1967)(1967) 
succinctlysuccinctly suggested,suggested, wewe mustmust impressimpress uponupon childrenchildren thethe needneed toto developdevelop 
goodgood communicationcommunication skills.skills. TheThe abilityability toto communicatecommunicate isis crucialcrucial toto laterlater 
vocationalvocational success.success. ByBy stressingstressing verbalverbal dialoguedialogue asas crucialcrucial inin vocationalvocational 
development,development, counselorscounselors willwill bebe helpinghelping youngyoung childrenchildren achieveachieve somesome mea­mea­
suresure ofof successsuccess inin laterlater life.life. 
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LELE DEVELOPPEMENTDEVELOPPEMENT PROFESSIONNELPROFESSIONNEL DESDES lEONESlEONES� 
ENFANTSENFANTS FACILITEFACILITE PARPAR UNEUNE THEORIETHEORIE DUDU DIALOGUEDIALOGUE� 

CHARLESCHARLES W.W. RYANRYAN 

LesLes jeunesjeunes enfantsenfants presententpresentent desdes interetsinterets marquesmarques pourpour IeIe mondemonde dudu travail.travail. 
LeLe programmeprogramme desdes etudesetudes dede I'ecoleI'ecole elementaireelementaire renfermerenferme desdes possibilitespossibilites trestres 
varieesvariees permettantpermettant lala misemise enen branlebranle d'activitesd'activites relieesreliees auau developpementdeveloppement dede 
IaIa carriere.carriere. LesLes conseillersconseillers etet lesles enseignants,enseignants, parpar leursleurs interventionsinterventions verbales,verbales, 
peuventpeuvent initierinitier touttout unun ensembleensemble d'activites,d'activites, commecomme lesles jeuxjeux dede role,role, lesles jeuxjeux 
dede carrierecarriere etet certainescertaines autresautres demarches.demarches. LesLes fantaisiesfantaisies professionnellesprofessionnelles desdes 
enfantsenfants peuventpeuvent etreetre traduitestraduites enen demarchesdemarches realistesrealistes auau seinsein dudu programme.programme. 
L'ecoleL'ecole elementaireelementaire constitueconstitue unun lieulieu logiquelogique dede discussiondiscussion desdes interetsinterets etet 
desdes aptitudes.aptitudes. LaLa presentationpresentation dudu materielmateriel professionnelprofessionnel parpar lesles multi-mediamulti-media 
etet IeIe dialoguedialogue animeanime peuventpeuvent faciliterfaciliter IeIe developpementdeveloppement dede lala carriere.carriere. LesLes 
enfants,enfants, quiqui ontont uneune comprehensioncomprehension dede leursleurs interetsinterets etet dede leursleurs aptitudesaptitudes 
seront,seront, selonselon I'A.,I'A., plusplus enen mesuremesure dede planifierplanifier dede fa<;onfa<;on realisterealiste leurleur carriere.carriere. 




